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University of Montana
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December 7, 1988
UM DORMITORY STAFF RECEIVES AWARD FOR PART IN FIRE EVACUATION 
MISSOULA —
The Missoula City Fire Department awarded a plaque today to 
the student staff of a University of Montana dormitory complex 
for evacuation measures taken during the Nov. 21 fire in Craig 
Hall.
"I heard so many good stories, it was hard to choose one or 
two students for the award,” Dick Larson, assistant fire marshall 
for the Missoula Fire Department, said today. ’’Besides the 
staff, there were some students who took it upon themselves to 
help with the evacuation."
Donna Shaffer, chair of the Public Safety Committee for the 
Missoula City Council, presented the award to the staff of Craig 
Hall and adjacent Elrod-Duniway Hall.
The Craig Hall fire, which started from a smoldering 
cigarette in a couch in the hall’s television lounge, forced 
about 550 students from the dormitory complex at 3 a.m. Nov. 21. 
Two resident assistants and the night desk attendant were treated 
for smoke inhalation, but no other injuries were reported.
Because of the fire, which caused an estimated $15,000 to 
$20,000 in damage, UM’s housing office is reviewing its life- 
safety procedures and equipment. The office anticipates the
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installation of smoke detectors in all hallways and common living 
areas, Ron Brunell, UM's housing director, said.
The following resident assistants took part in the dormitory 
evacuation during the Nov. 21 fire, from Craig Hall: Head
Resident Nancy Sacrison of Kalispell; Assistant Head Resident Dan 
Chelini of Butte; Greg Bonilla of Shelby; Janine Estell and Loey 
Werking of Columbia Falls; Shon Fieber of Poison; Lisa Hedalen of 
Glasgow; Tim Lund of Hamilton; Anne McIntosh of Pineville, N.C.,; 
Audra Morger of Fort Benton; Todd Powell of Portland, Ore.; Bruce 
Rogers of Helena; and Brett Stanley of Conrad.
From Elrod-Duniway Hall: Head Resident Corday Goddard of
Billings; Pete Bergeron of Glendora, Calif.; Cheri Cuthbert of 
Qsburn, Idaho; Jeff Gaudreau of Great Falls; Dave Gertson of 
Helena; Eric Maki of Belt; Kari McCleskey of Columbia Falls;
Brian Smith of Missoula; and Ted Solonar of Havre.
Dale Sessions of Billings was the night desk attendant who 
first reported the fire. Sessions, along with Gaudreau and 
Morger, were the staff members treated and released for smoke 
inhalation.
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